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Gary Wadding is the Southeastern Regional Evangelist for the Christian Motorcyclist Association.  You can reach him at cmagary@earthlink.net
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November is one of the most important months in the 
whole year, especially to me.  Most people think Thanksgiving 
is the main day in the month, but for me it’s Nov 11, Veteran’s 
Day, which just happens to be my birthday too (my shirt size 
is Large).  Because it was a national holiday, there was always 
a parade in the small town where I lived.  I would watch men 
march down the main street wearing their old military uniforms, 
while the high school band played patriotic songs.  Today people 
might call that corny; but personally, I feel that our nation would 
be a better place if it would take the time to honor those to whom 
honor is due.

This holiday meant even more to me after I became a 
veteran.  The day brings back memories of men with whom I 
served in Vietnam in 1967-1968.  On Nov 11, names written on 
a black wall in Washington, DC come to my mind.  That part of 
Washington, DC now contains other monuments to Korean War 
veterans and WW II vets.  On this day I deeply miss my dad, a 
WWII veteran, who died in my arms some years ago.  Veteran’s 
Day doesn’t receive the attention of some other holidays but 
there are still small gatherings here and there.  Sadly, most of 
the people who attend these events are veterans themselves, or 
widows of veterans.  They remember one another, but not many 
others give them a thought.

Today many men and women are coming home from 
military service with little fanfare because they arrive in small 
groups while the war still goes on.  Please do everything in your 
power to seek out these wonderful people and express your 
appreciation to them in some way, even a simple “Thank you”.  
To all of you veterans, thank you for your willingness to stand up 
for freedom in our nation and in others.  God bless you.

Nov 11 is now called Veteran’s Day, a day set aside 
to honor all those who have served in the military forces of our 
nation.  When I was a kid this day was called Armistice Day.  It 
celebrated the end of WWI on Nov 11, 1918.  Obscure historical 
records reveal a very tragic element of that armistice that had to 
be worked out.  After three days of deliberations, the armistice 
papers were signed in a railway car at Compeigne, France 

at 5:05am, Nov 11; but 
they couldn’t just declare 
that the war ended that 
very minute.  The news 
couldn’t be transmitted 
across Europe that quickly.  
They didn’t have the high 
tech communications that 
we have today, so the war 
continued for six more 
hours.  During that period, 
many young soldiers lost 
their lives needlessly.  At 
11 am, one man stood up 
in celebration, only to 
be shot dead because the 

others hadn’t heard the news.  He died because leaders wanted to 
get the news out, but they couldn’t do it quickly enough.

If the mothers and fathers of these young men could 
have done so, they would have run across all of Europe and given 
their own lives to carry the word to every • ghting unit in every 
army, the news that the war was over and nobody needed to die.

As a Christian, the parallel for me today is obvious.  
Jesus Christ has defeated Satan, death and Hell on the cross of 
Calvary.  Nobody needs to go to Hell again; but the word has to 
get out so people can sign up for this great salvation.  Somebody 
has to carry the news to those in danger.  That’s the reason CMA 
exists.

As Christians, our spiritual exercises can also become 
an end in themselves.  People can be members of the • nest church 
in the land, and enjoy themselves, forgetting that churches exist 
to reach out with the gospel to those who don’t have eternal life 
in Jesus Christ.  People can attend church meetings and rallies 
regularly, and forget the reason for meeting.  It is so we can 
channel all of our energy to take the Good News to all before 
one more person stands up in ignorance, and falls dead, killed 
when he could have had eternal life.  Nobody has taken 
the Good News to them and they are dying for lack 
of a messenger.

I was born on Armistice Day, when 
I was born the • rst time.  I was born again 
when a faithful servant of God brought me 
the Good News.  I’m so glad that he was 
faithful.  I want to be called faithful too.  
I want to share with you this exciting 
story of Jesus’ offer of salvation, as we 
ride together you down God’s High Way.  
Happy Veteran’s Day.  Don’t forget what 
it’s all about.
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