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When motorcyclists are asked to describe
what it is about riding that makes it so appealing,
the number one answer is Freedom, having the wind
in their face, and no cage around them as they ride
this beautiful world. There are certainly other things
that make riding important and enjoyable to us, but
Freedom tops the list.

I have spent about 17 years working with
the All Harley Drag Racing Association, people
who really feel the wind in their face, no cage, etc.
Since many people equal Freedom with speed, these
AHDRA folks should be the freest bikers anywhere.
But think about this. You can ride almost anywhere
you wish. They can only ride on a narrow strip that
is ¥ mile long. You dress the way you want on any
particular day. They wear full leathers, heavy gloves,
full face helmet and a bullet-proof Kevlar chest
protector. You go several thousand miles before you
change your oil. Most of them change it every 4
mile. You hardly ever think about adjusting your
clutch, changing transmission fluid, etc. I watch my
AHDRA friends deal with these items after almost
every run. If you jump the gun at a traffic light by
1/10 of a second there won’t be much of a problem. If
that happens to them, they go home. Their “freedom”
to go ludicrously fast comes only as they submit to a
long list of restrictions.

As you read this article, [ am in a communist
country where pastors are not free to speak about Jesus
outside their church, and are closely scrutinized even
inside the church. In this nation, pastors must choose
the loss of many freedoms and suffer government
persecution in order to preach the gospel that so many
in the “free world” ignore. My team will attempt to
... really, I can’t say much more due to the secrecy
of our mission into this dangerous location. I had to
submit to many prerequisites prior to the trip: apply
for a special visa to accompany my passport, have

needles stuck in my arms, lose much of my precious
holiday time at home, etc. I don’t have to do these
things, but I submit to them and give up much of my
Freedom because [ am seeking to serve God and these
needy people. A Servant gives up some of his rights
and uses his power for a higher purpose.

That’s exactly what Christmas is all about.
It’s about Jesus Christ, the Creator of all that we can
see, smell, touch or hear. He had perfect Freedom as
God, Himself, enthroned in Heaven, and adored by
angelic hosts. He gave it all up to become Immanuel,
God with us. He gave up His Freedom to pay the
price to set us free. Christmas is all about Freedom,
God’s Christmas gift to us. Freedom from the end
product of our choices to sin, Freedom from an eternal
Hell. That’s not a popular concept, but the truth often
isn’t.

Enjoy the pretty tree. Enjoy the turkey dinner.
Enjoy a cool ride on your bike. Enjoy the Freedom
of being an American. Maximize your Freedom by
making a total decision to give it all to Jesus, the
author of Real Freedom. Merry Christmas.
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